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WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Rep. Shontel Brown (D-OH),  and Sens. Cory Booker (D-NJ), and
Alex Padilla (D-CA) have reintroduced a Senate Resolution to declare racism a public health
crisis nationally. Brown first introduced  the legislation in July 2020, and r
eintroduced
it again in 
April 2021
and 
December 2022
.

  

  

  

“This resolution is an important step toward recognizing the racial disparities in healthcare that
have existed for far too long, while also outlining concrete action we can take now to help
reverse them,” said Rep Brown. a greater Cleveland Democrat out of Warrensville Hts., Ohio
and one of three Blacks in Congress from Ohio, all of them women.  “Your
background or the color of your skin shouldn’t determine whether you get quality, respectful
care, or whether your air and water are clean, or whether there’s a good hospital nearby. This

 1 / 4

https://www.brown.senate.gov/newsroom/press/release/brown-introduce-senate-resolution-declaring-racism-a-public-health-crisis
https://www.brown.senate.gov/newsroom/press/release/brown-resolution-declaring-racism-public-health-crisis
https://www.brown.senate.gov/newsroom/press/release/sherrod-brown-booker-padilla-reintroduce-resolution-declaring-racism-a-public-health-crisis


Booker, Padilla and Shontel Brown introduce congressional resolution declaring racism a public health crisis nationally.... By Clevelandurbannews.com, Ohio's Black digital news leader

Written by Kathy
Saturday, 29 July 2023 12:56

declaration will help to lay the foundation for change, so that all Americans can live longer,
healthier lives.”

  

  

  

“Across the United States, communities of color continue to be disproportionately affected by
negative health outcomes, from chronic diseases to maternal and infant mortality,” said Senator
Booker.
“These health inequities stem from years of discriminatory policies that have disenfranchised,
neglected, and disrespected Black, Indigenous, AAPI, and other communities of color.
Declaring racism a public health crisis is a small, but vital, step toward raising awareness
around the racial health disparities in our country and addressing the systemic inequities
affecting communities of color.”

  

  

  

“Over generations, racism and its compounding impacts have harmed the health and well-being
of communities of color across America,” said Senator Padilla. “Our resolution declaring that
racism is a public health crisis is a first step toward bringing more attention to these deep-rooted
inequities but there is much more work to be done. This resolution must serve as a catalyst in
the urgent need to address these disparities and deliver justice for millions of Americans.”

  

  

 2 / 4



Booker, Padilla and Shontel Brown introduce congressional resolution declaring racism a public health crisis nationally.... By Clevelandurbannews.com, Ohio's Black digital news leader

Written by Kathy
Saturday, 29 July 2023 12:56

  

“For America to reach its full potential we must address the underlying racial injustices that
remain deeply embedded in our nation, deepening wounds that have yet to be addressed,” said
YWCA USA CEO, Margaret Mitchell.
“The introduction of the resolution declaring racism a public health crisis lays the groundwork to
continue building a more equitable future for people of color. YWCA applauds the introduction of
this critical resolution and looks forward to working with Members of Congress to advance a
public health approach that can effectively disrupt and end racial injustice in our communities.”

  

  

  

The resolution acknowledges the history of racism and discrimination within health care and the
systemic barriers that people of color continue to face when seeking care. The resolution also
highlights the effects of systemic racism on the health and wellness of communities of color,
resulting in shorter life expectancy, worsened health outcomes, and enhanced exposure to
harmful or dangerous environments. This resolution encourages concrete action to address
health disparities and inequity across all sectors in society.

  

  

In addition to Brown, Booker, and Padilla, the resolution was cosponsored by Sens. Elizabeth
Warren (D-MA), Jeff Merkley (D-OR), Tina Smith (D-MN), Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI), Tom
Carper (D-DE), Ben Cardin (D-MD), Mazie Hirono (D-HI), Richard Blumenthal (D-CT), Bob
Menendez (D-NJ), Tammy Baldwin (D-WI), Ron Wyden (D-OR), Ed Markey (D-MA), Jack Reed
(D-RI), Debbie Stabenow (D-MI), and Tammy Duckworth (D-IL).
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Full text of the resolution is available  HERE .

  

  

A full list of Supporting Organizations is available  HERE .

  

  

Clevelandurbannews.com  and Kathywraycolemanonlinenewsblog.com , the most read
Black digital newspaper and Black blog in Ohio and in the Midwest.
Tel:
(216) 659-0473. Email: editor@clevelandurbannews.com. We interviewed former president
Barack Obama one-on-one when he was campaigning for president. As to the Obama interview
,
CLICK HERE TO READ THE ENTIRE ARTICLE AT CLEVELAND URBAN NEWS.COM,
OHIO'S LEADER IN BLACK DIGITAL NEWS
.
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